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CITIPLACE CHILDCARE CENTRE 
Statement 

HON LORNA HARPER (East Metropolitan) [10.05 pm]: I rise this evening to discuss another council, so it 
must be the night of councils. On Tuesday, 22 March, there was an agenda briefing session at the City of Perth, 
which I am very happy to say the councillors do attend. It was attended by the mayor, Basil Zempilas, who we all 
know is a very famous TV and radio personality; the deputy mayor, Di Bain, who members will be surprised to know 
is a professional marketing and communications expert; and also—apologies for any mispronunciation of names—
Sandy Anghie; Catherine Lezer; Rebecca Gordon; Clyde Bevan; Brent Fleeton; Liam Gobbert; and Dr Viktor Ko. 
In fact, everybody was there, which I have to say is very commendable. At that meeting, at 5.43 pm, they turned 
the recordings off and went into an in-confidence meeting. They had a discussion on point 18.2 of the agenda, 
“Service Review”. We do not know what it was because it was in confidence. A week later, on 29 March, the council 
met again, and we are assuming—the minutes are not available; it was in confidence—that the discussion on 
agenda point 18.2 was a discussion about closing the Citiplace Childcare Centre. I am not sure whether members 
in the chamber know where the Citiplace Childcare Centre is; I would be surprised if they did, because unless they 
travel by train into the City of Perth, they would not know it was there. It is actually located at the train station. It 
is very hard to find because there are no signs. If someone drives past it, they cannot see it is there. In fact, the first 
time I visited it, I was very surprised by where it is. I was surprised where the children were. The children love 
standing and watching the traffic and everything going about, but drivers cannot see them. 
That centre has been there since 1989. At the council meeting on 29 March, the City of Perth decided that it is 
going to close the centre at the end of September this year and hand that facility over to a for-profit centre. I am 
a wee bit confused here, because that centre was opened as a community-based centre, and, if I believe right, it was 
under some federal grant for occasional care centres. Basically, it was gifted to the City of Perth. My understanding 
is that the City of Perth is going to close it and give it to a for-profit centre. Understandably, the parents are absolutely 
devastated. This is a community-based centre that the City of Perth says is running at a deficit of half a million dollars, 
which is pretty scary. I point out that during the COVID pandemic, this centre was not eligible for JobKeeper 
payments because the staff were employed by the City of Perth, so that had a huge detrimental effect on it. I have 
also been informed—I have not verified this; I will be very clear—that the City of Perth actually took over $600 000 
a year from the centre for corporate services. Are members telling me that the City of Perth would take $600 000 
from a centre that is half a million in the red? I do not quite know about that. The City of Perth also referred to the 
fact that there are only 53 children at the centre out of 71 available places. That is a 75 per cent occupancy.  
I point out that the centre is the cheapest in the 6000 postcode. There are eight centres in the 6000 postcode, and 
of those there are 597 places available. The mayor mentioned in his ABC radio interview last week a current report, 
which he did not name, but I am again assuming it is the Mitchell Institute report from Victoria University, 
Childcare deserts & oases: how accessible is childcare in Australia? The City of Perth is one of the areas in Perth 
that, according to population, has enough spaces. However, the City of Perth’s long-term financial plan actually 
states that the city is home to 32 000 residents and has 14 000 businesses, but has a workplace of 134 000 people. 
I make the assumption that the families attending these centres do not actually live predominantly in the City of Perth. 
They would be workers coming in from outside Perth. So where is a really good place to have a childcare centre? 
Would it not be really good to have a place in a train station, where parents can get the train in, drop their children 
off, go to work, and remember to pick them up again before they get on the train again and go home—because I am 
sure it happens? Would that not make sense? Would that not make a business so valuable that on the day of the 
announcement of its closure, three for-profit services contact the City of Perth interested in taking over the licence 
when it closes? 

I wonder why they would make that decision. I wonder why they would spend less than 10 minutes discussing 
whether they should close a centre that they have never actually visited. I wonder why they would close a centre 
that they do not market, that does not have a website and that has significantly lower fees than any other service 
in the CBD; we are talking potentially hundreds of dollars per week. Did they not look at any of that before they made 
the decision to close? How about a centre that, in the city’s long-term financial plan, has one mention on page 22? 
Does that say to us that this is a centre that the city had any prospect of looking at or thinking about or planning 
for its future? It does not say that to me. 

To me this sounds like a bunch of bean counters said, “Oh, we can save some money. We’ll just pack that off to 
the for-profit sector.” The for-profit sector makes billions of dollars out of Australian taxpayers. If I lived in the 
City of Perth, I would be horrified that my city council was going to do this. We have a sector that is profiteering off 
the backs of children, yet we have a council that wants to close a centre that has staff who have been there for a very 
long time. The staff there will all be entitled to very long redundancies, by the way—up to 52 weeks plus notice, 
so that is a significant amount of money for the City of Perth. 
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When we are talking about children, the most important people in a child’s world are their educators and caregivers. 
For a centre to have such consistent staffing over a very long period of time in a sector that cannot attract and keep 
staff tells us about the quality of that centre. It is a centre that, even through COVID and at a time when the City of 
Perth itself is offering grants to businesses to come back to the city centre because a lot of people are working 
from home, it has 75 per cent occupancy at a centre that it does not advertise on the market. Wow! Just imagine 
what this place could be like if the city actually put a bit of effort and time into it: market it, look at a business plan 
and actually look at solutions, while the people in Perth can continue to keep their centre, instead of just doing a quick 
and easy fix by packing it off to some profit-making conglomerate that will end up reducing wages, reducing the 
number of staff and reducing the overall quality. 

I say: shame on you, City of Perth. Shame on you, Basil Zempilas. I hope you come out of your lovely big ivory 
tower and go down and meet with the parents of the City of Perth and actually discuss the future for these children. 
Thank you.  

The PRESIDENT: During his contribution, Hon Kyle McGinn sought to table two documents: Culture Survey 2021 
and a document entitled “Departure of John Walker, City of Kalgoorlie–Boulder”. Those two documents are tabled. 

[See papers 1203 and 1204.] 
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